THE    AMERICAN     PRESIDENTS
that was usually synonomous with dignified retirement
from public life. Six months after re-election, however,
McKinley was shot and killed by an anarchist. Roosevelt^
at the age of forty-three, was President of the United States,
The one thing that might upset the Republican Party had
happened. A brave and popular man, with the sense to
see what was going on about him, and the decency to resent
it, had been accidentally pushed into the Presidency,